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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICE OF NATIONAL ESTIMATES

12 July 1968
1900 Hours

MEMCRANDUM FCR THE DIRECTOR
SUBJECT: The Crisis in Czechoslovakis

l. Relations between Mosecow and Prague have deteriorated
to the lowest point since the change in the Czechoslovak leader-
ship in January. The situation appears to be moving toward a

decisive stage.

2. During the Warsaw Pact exercise in June, the Soviets in-
troduced several thousand military personnel into Czechoslovakia.

The bulk of these remain in the country, concentrated northwest 25X

25X1

and northeast of Prague.

Some four to six divisiome have apparently been moved

into positions in close proximity to the Czechoslovak frontier.
The number of Soviet troops which have actually entered the

country cannot be determined.
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4, Within the last two weeks increased propaganda indicates
that Moscow has made some new declsions regarding Czechoslovakia.
On 27 June the "2000 Words" Declaration of the Czechoslovek
liverals (many of them Communist Party members) was published in
several Czechoslovak newspapers. On 30 June TASS announced that
the Wersaw Pact exercise was ended, then cancelled the annocunce-
ment a few hours later. 1In early July Moscow, Warsaw, Pankow,
Budapest, and Sofia sent private letters to Prague, apparently
warning the Czechoslovek Party leadership end summoning the Czechs
to a meeting; the Dubcek regime refused to attend. On 11 July

Pravda attacked the "2000 Words" Declaration as being
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"counterrevolutionary," and in the spirit of the "counter-
revolutionary elements" who "attempted to undermine the
Hungerian people's socialist achievements" in 1956. The most
ominous part of the erticle is that it judges gullty by associa-
tion "certain leading figures in Czechoslovakia" who have mede
"ambiguous statements in which they try to minimize the danger
inherent in the counterrevolutionary Y2000 Words'," This

probably points to Dubecek himself.

5. The heightened Soviet pressure constitutes a demend on
Dubcek to halt or reverse the basic current of politlcal evolu-
tion in Czechoslovakla slnce last January. They are backing up
this demend with an evident threet of military force. To satisfy
the Soviets now, Dubcek would have to make some visible concession,
such as the reimposition of press censorship; or the arrest of
the authors of the "2000 Words;" or the purge of some of Dubcek's
liberal associates who have been criticlzed by the Soviet press,
such a8 Clsar or Kriegel; or his acquiescence in the permanent
statlioning of some forelgn troops on Czechoslovak soil. It would
be extremely difficult for Dubcek to meke any of these concessions
at this point without running = serious risk of public disorder,

with a strong anti-Soviet cast. Thus the most recent developments
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indicate thet the chances for a violent Soviet Intervention

have sharply increased.

FOR THE EOARD OF NATIONAL ESTIMATES:

25X1

ABROT SMITH
Chairman

-4 -

P-0-P S-E-C-R-E-T 25X1

Approved For Release 2005/12/24 : CIA-RDP79R00904A001400020011-5



25X1 Approved For Release 2005/12/24 : CIA-RDP79R00904A001400020011-5

Next 1 Page(s) In Document Exempt

Approved For Release 2005/12/24 : CIA-RDP79R00904A001400020011-5



